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PARKS LARGE EVENTS TASK FORCE 

MINUTES 
Wednesday July 14, 2015 

                                           Customer Service Center  
6:00pm ‐ Goodpasture Rm.                                      3050 N. Delta Hwy., Eugene, Or 97408 

 
Members Present: John F. Helmer, Dale Stoneburg, Leslie Scott, Jeff Gaulton, Brad van Appel, 

Bruce Newhouse, Alan Murphy, Don Hansen, Holly Stanley, Mary Moore, and 
Randy Hledik, Larry Dunlap (after break) 

Members Absent: Janis Ross, Anna Lawrence, and  

Staff Present: Mike Russell, Fraser MacDonald 
 

1) Welcome & Introductions 
The meeting was called to order by Chair John Helmer at 6:04 p.m.  Chair Helmer asked the group to 
introduce themselves.   

2) Public Comment 
Ellen Otani proposed a rewrite of Proposal 3.3 to include “which already have adequate fire exits” similar 
to the proposal to only allow events at parks with permanent campsites. 
Pat Hoover said that she was concerned that on page 4 of the draft LETF report the ECONorthwest 
survey is talked about a lot, but not much was said about online comments. 
Chris Orsinger said that the plans identified in the HBRA Master Plan for the North Bottomlands have not 
been realized yet related to the Keinzel House and barn structures.  He said he is willing to help put 
something together to demonstrate what potential uses of the buildings out there might look like. 

3) Review and Adoption of Minutes for July 1, 2015 
Mr. van Appel suggested the following changes: 

 Page 2, first paragraph change “calendar” to “agenda” 
 Page 3, paragraph 4 change “advisory” to “event oversight” 
 Page 3, paragraph 6 delete “the main” and change “activity” to “activities” 
 Page 4, paragraph 3 insert “how” between “asked this” 
 Page 5, paragraph 4 change “potential various” to “various potential” and replace “potential for 

the” to “potential that the” 
The Chair asked for Mr. Russell to verify the change to page 3, paragraph 6 accurately reflects what was 
said and defer adoption until after the meeting break. 

4) Agenda review and workplan 
Chair Helmer reviewed the agenda for the evening and workplan for future meetings.   
Mr. Russell notified the group that the County Administrator has been invited to attend the September 10 
meeting.  He also reported that the Sandow Traffic Demand Management Report is submitted and 
published and available on the Task Force website. 
Mr. Russell asked for clarification on staff providing review and analysis of proposals that have not been 
considered by the group yet contained within the draft report.  The group generally supported it. 
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Ms. Scott suggested moving Part IV: Proposals concerning oversight groups under Item 6 earlier in the 
agenda.  The Chair moved it to after Part I: Multiple related recommendations regarding days, hours, etc. 

5) Consideration of draft Findings and Recommendations of the Lane County Large Events Task 
Force, July 14, 2015 draft 
Chair Helmer recognized Randy Hledik and Don Hansen for their great work on getting the draft document 
done and available for this meeting. 
 
The group discussed various edits. 

 Mr. van Appel proposed changing Page 1, 4th bullet to read “…single event attended by 1000…” and 
Page 1, 6th bullet to read “(4500 attendees)” related to the Mushroom Festival instead of indicating 
5500 attendees. 

 
 Ms. Moore asked to consider different language for Page 1, 5th bullet to indicate that Lane County 

Parks determined the list of 13 parks.  She was not comfortable taking the responsibility for 
designating them for large events.  Chair Helmer suggested that it be changed to read “Lane 
County Parks staff proposed and the Task Force approved…” 

 
 Mr. Russell provided the information for the various blank spaces needing Park operations-specific 

data.  Mr. Russell also suggested changing Page 2, 7th bullet to indicate “boater fees” rather than 
“gasoline taxes”. 

 
 Mr. Murphy said that Page 3, 6th bullet indicates 92% support for large events and thinks this is 

misleading.  He said that actually 21% supported and 71% supported under some circumstances. 
 
 Ms. Stanley pointed out that there are duplicate comments submitted by the same people included 

in the “475” number on Page 4, 2nd bullet.  She asked if there was the ability to sift through to get 
number of distinct commenters.  Mr. Russell said that has not been done and not every commenter 
provided their name.  The group discussed adding “(including duplicates)” after the reference. 

 
The group asked for Parks staff to update the November 2014 online comment analysis. 
 

 Ms. Stanley pointed out that Page 7, 4th bullet is not consistent with what has been presented in 
the Salix Associates Report and discussed by Mr. Newhouse that indicates that vegetation impacts 
from large events are inconclusive.  The group discussed information regarding impacts to native 
vegetation, domestic animals, and neighbors and the way it should be characterized in this bullet 
item.  The Chair suggested adding “certain kinds of” before “large events”. 
 

 Ms. Scott wondered why Page 7, 5th bullet was in there.  She said that this refers to code language 
that applies to private property.  Mr. Hledik said that this section is for findings of fact and it is just 
there as a piece of factual information surrounding large events.  It is not intended to be a 
recommendation. 

 
 Ms. Scott suggested that Page 8, 3rd bullet is related to regulating individual behavior in parks, and 

not related to large event sound systems.  She questioned if it was appropriate to have in the 
report. 

 
 Ms. Stanley felt like the tone of the document presents the negative that is associated with large 

events without stating positive findings.  Ms. Scott agreed and will work with Ms. Stanley to draft 
some findings. 
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 The group discussed having the report format present the recommendations first, then the findings. 
 
 Mr. Newhouse suggested changing Page 8, bullet 8 by replacing “eliminating” with “degrading”. 
 
 Mr. van Appel suggested changing Page 8, bullet 5th bullet to read “The Lane County Sheriff does 

not enforce noise violations on County park lands.” 
 
 Mr. Stoneburg suggested that the impacts discussed in the bottom two bullet points on Page 8 can 

happen with individual use as well as large events.  Mr. Newhouse and Mr. van Appel will work on 
rewording these bullet points. 

BREAK 
Mr. Hledik suggested not only presenting recommendations then findings, but also placing 
"appropriateness" statements at the end of the report. 
Review of the draft report continued. 

 Mr. Stoneburg thought that all the concerns on Page 9 were being addressed by the Sandow 
Report.  The Chair suggested that group members read the report and consider how that might 
impact the report at subsequent meetings. 

 Mr. van Appel suggested that Page 9, 3rd bullet be changed to indicate that there is access on the 
west side and east side of HBRA.  Mr. Hledik suggested changing it to read “… primary entrance…” 

 Ms. Stanley felt that Page 11, 1st bullet, last sentence was not well supported.  Mr. Hledik said that 
was a comment from the Sheriff Deputy that met with that small group.   
The group voted to strike this sentence (6 in favor, 5 against, 1 abstention). 

 Mr. Stoneburg suggested changing Page 11, 3rd bullet to indicate the Sheriff does have the 
authority to enforce noise standards.  The group discussed changing this to say that “as a practical 
matter, the Sheriff does not enforce noise standards.” 

 Mr. van Appel suggested changing Page 12, 7th bullet, 4th line from the bottom to indicate notice be 
given within a one-mile radius of the “event site”, not park. 

 Mr. van Appel said that not every event may need to hire a person experienced in noise 
propagation as suggested by Page 14, 3rd bullet.  He said he thought the language originally 
proposed was different than this.  The Chair suggested replacing this bullet with the exact language 
of Proposal F.2 and 2.4. 

 The group discussed the appropriateness of including revenue recommendations such as those 
presented at the bottom of Page 16 and top of Page 17.  Chair Helmer suggested moving this 
discussion to a new business item.  Mr. Gaulton said he wanted to leave it in for Parks staff to 
consider in their analysis going forward. 

 Mr. Newhouse suggested changing Page 17, 5th bullet to say 1412 acres rather than “several 
hundred”. 

6) Consideration of Subcommittee recommendations 
Chair Helmer introduced the topic of considering proposals regarding an oversight group.  He presented his 
proposal that was emailed on May 14, 2015.  Ms. Scott referred the group to the draft LETF Report Page 
12, 7th bullet that talks about this as well.  The group discussed purpose, membership, expertise, 
frequency of meeting, and other details related to the form and function of a large event oversight 
committee. 
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Mr. Dunlap offered an argument against forming such a committee and suggested it be part of the work 
performed by the existing Parks Advisory Committee.  The group discussed the relative merits of having or 
not having a specific committee handling oversight of large events in Lane County parks versus utilizing 
the existing Parks Advisory Committee for this function. 
The group discussed the operation of such a committee and how any action of the committee would be 
handled within the County decision making process. 

7) New business 
[None] 

8) Public Comment 
Ellen Otani referenced Pages 3 and 4 of the draft LETF Report and is concerned that the referenced 
surveys are the result of respondents who do not have all the background information on current 
conditions of the North Bottomlands because the habitat management plan for Buford Park is not finished.   
She said she is also interested in an updated analysis of online public comments and the comments 
received at the June 3, 2015 open house because her read of it is that comments are overwhelmingly 
concerned about what is going on in the North Bottomlands and no one is concerned with what happens at 
the Arboretum. 
She said she is concerned that the ECONorthwest survey lumped Mt. Pisgah Arboretum events with events 
in the North Bottomlands. 
Normandy Helmer wanted to underscore the sustainability of the work of the committee and the critical 
importance of codifying the recommendations.  She said the oversight group should include provision of 
appropriate technical expertise and stakeholders. 
Pat Hoover discussed Parks Advisory Committee (PAC) and role it has.  She recommended that the 
oversight committee be made up of a pool of stakeholders, promoters, and expertise.  She said this pool 
would be constant, regardless of the membership of the PAC, which changes all the time.  She supported 
an embellished PAC with stakeholders outside Lane County government (Commissioner appointments) to 
build trust in the process. 
She said Parks staff never brought an event application to PAC for review.  She says PAC has historically 
been under-utilized by staff and under-appointed by the Commissioners. 
Adoption of Minutes for July 1, 2015 
MOTION: Mr. van Appel moved approval as amended at the beginning of the meeting. Mr. 
Stoneburg seconded.  Chair Helmer called for the vote.  Motion passed 9 for - 0 against - 1 
abstain (Ms. Stanley absent) 
 

9) Adjourn 
The meeting ended at 8:49 p.m. 

 
 ADOPTED September 3, 2015    
Minutes Recorder 
Mike Russell, Parks Manager 


